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Check us out  on:

Our website: oabe.org

Facebook: Oregon Associat ion for 
Bilingual Educat ion

Twitter:  @_OABE

Help us trend by using #OABE2021

JANUARY 8TH & 9TH, 2021

# OABE2021

Special Thanks to

Oregon State University 
for host ing the 

2021 OABE Virtual Winter Inst itute

2

OABE will send all registered part icipants the 
Zoom links needed for the conference. Watch 
for emails from us a few days prior to the start  
of the conference with important  informat ion 
about  your access!  

Save the date: 

OABE Winter Inst itute 2022, January 7 & 8

http://oabe.org
http://oabe.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/40231672645
https://www.facebook.com/groups/40231672645
https://www.facebook.com/groups/40231672645
https://www.facebook.com/groups/40231672645
https://www.facebook.com/groups/40231672645
https://twitter.com/_OABE
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MESSAGE FROM THE OABE PRESIDENT

# OABE2021
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¡Santo Dios, que año!?  Meu Deus, que ano!?  What a year!?  This has been a 
common expression we have all been hearing often during this challenging past 
year. An expression used in all levels of conversat ions and interact ions we are part  
of and that has represented a lot  of what we are dealing with in its essence. One 
that has forced us to reevaluate our rout ines, our priorit ies, our familiar order, our 
beliefs and values. It  has shaken some of the structures we have comfortably 
accepted or not crit ically quest ioned before. For the first  t ime, I have caught 
myself using this expression interchangeably, with the same meaning and gravity 
to denote despair and confusion in all corners of the world and through the 
languages I personally use and experience on a daily basis from English to Spanish 
to Portuguese. Regardless of our ident it ies, personal experiences, cultures we 
belong to and our perceived  posit ions, we have witnessed the same: the world 

crying together. We have witnessed a sense of commonality through despair, or maybe because of it . 
Despair that will either break us or unite us. Through these unprecedented challenges, we have 
somehow found the bonding power of human collect ivism and interdependency and started to 
understand how it  can impact and change our core values across barriers. Collect iveness took shape and 
form all of a sudden. It  has impacted educators, leaders, and our community more than we have ever felt  
before. 

In the midst of such chaos in 2020, a worldwide pandemic, wildfires, racial and social just ice protests, 
and liberatory pract ices, I am overwhelmingly proud to acknowledge, stand for, and partner with so 
many voices and test imonios who have attested to and lived through an unimagined level of strength, 
resistance, just ice, purpose, disrupt ion, and courage. ¡Basta! ¡No más! became a familiar cry understood 
by our sisters and brothers in dual-language programs who systematically fight for and believe this 
world is stronger and better if we elevate voices, stories, languages and cultures of our students and 
families who have been historically marginalized, gone unseen or unheard. This has been the unified 
voice that we, bilingual educators and advocates in our state, aspire to have and will cont inue to value 
and empower in educat ion. We are proud of our ?familia?, our community that is committed to a 
mult ilingual and mult icultural ideology where all can be seen and shine. Our theme this year ?Unidos 
Como Comunidad: Navigating the Intersection of Anti-Bias, Anti-Racism and Dual Language? captures our 
direct ion and the core belief of the work we do collect ively through bilingual educat ion every day, for 
every student and family we serve.

It  is my honor to serve as the OABE president for 2021. Our team has worked hard to make this virtual 
inst itute the best experience we can possibly provide with incredible speakers and friends who truly 
believe in and align with our mission and the work we are committed to through bilingual educat ion in 
our state. We invite you to immerse yourself in deep reflect ion with us so that you may feel inspired and 
strengthened to sit  at  the table and speak up when needed. Con un ¡Basta! to racism, to oppressive 
systems and to monocultural/monolingual ideologies who persist  to remain in power. 

To a healthier, stronger, and more purposeful 2021-2022 year of growth for all of us!

Onward,
Elaine Merighi Morelock, OABE President 2020-2021
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OPENING KEYNOTE:  DR. JOSÉ MEDINA

# OABE2021
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Dr. José Medina is the founder and Chief Educat ional Advocate for Dr. José 
Medina: Educat ional Solut ions.  Prior to establishing the bout ique educat ional 
consult ing firm, Dr. Medina served as Research Scient ist  and Director of Global 
Languages and Culture  at the Center for Applied Linguist ics (CAL) in Washington, 
DC.  José provides dual language and crit ical consciousness technical assistance, 
professional development, and job-embedded support to educat ion programs 
across the United States and globally.  He is a former dual language school principal 
and district  leader.  José has served as an administrator/educator/advocate at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels.  Dr. Medina is a co-author of the third 
edit ion and widely-used Guiding Principles for Dual Language Education.  He is also 
responsible for the development of the C6 Biliteracy Framework: Lesson Planning 
Through a Crit ical Consciousness Lens, a tool used by educators to lesson plan via 
an ant i-bias, ant i-racist  lens.

Unidos Como Comunidad: Navigat ing the Intersect ion of Ant i-Bias, Ant i-Racism 
(ABAR) and Dual Language

The foundation of any strong dual language program is its focus on socio-cultural 
competence and crit ical consciousness.  Part icipants in this session will, via the four 
ways to design culture learning targets, better be able to engage in ABAR work by 
chipping away at oppressive educat ional systems.
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LUNCH KEYNOTE:  MERCEDES N. MUÑOZ

# OABE2021
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Mercedes Muñoz is a licensed Special Educat ion teacher for Port land Public 
Schools. She has taught at Franklin High School since 2013 as an Instruct ional 
Lead, Push-in Specialist , Learning Center, and Intensive Skills Center Teacher. Mrs. 
Muñoz is the Oregon 2020 Teacher of the Year. Her expert ise in the field of 
educat ion has been recognized by the National Educat ion Associat ion Foundation, 
World Arts Foundation, Port land Public Schools Excellence in Educat ion Award, 
and the Oregon Alliance of Black School Educators. Muñoz is known for advocacy 
for all children, with an emphasis on support ing historically resilient and 
systemically under resourced students. She is a fierce advocate for families and 
children who experience except ionalit ies. Muñoz is known as a ̈ force of nurture.̈  
She holds a BA in English and Masters in Special Educat ion from Port land State 
University. Mercedes´ passions include writ ing poetry, cooking with her 
daughters, and enjoying t ime in nature; especially near water!

Unidos Como Comunidad: What  Are the Margins We Must  Step into to Help 
Form Stronger Communit ies?

Mercedes Muñoz´s story is one of triumph. Mercedes has navigated the difficult  
terrains of homelessness, domestic violence, and poverty to now support ing 
students and families who are learning to define their own pathways.
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CLOSING KEYNOTE: ALEXANDRA GUILAMO

# OABE2021

6

Alexandra Guilamo is the founder and Chief Equity & Achievement Officer at TaJu 
Educat ional Solut ions where she provides professional development, job-embedded 
teacher and leadership coaching, and strategic planning alongside school districts 
throughout the country and internat ionally.  Before beginning TaJu, Alexandra 
served as a teacher, instruct ional coach, principal, and district  leader. She is a former 
teacher, academic coach, elementary school principal, and district-level director in 
highly diverse urban and suburban school districts serving dual language, bilingual, 
SIFE, ESL, and other oppressed student populat ions.  This range of experiences has 
equipped her with a unique lens that brings together a theory, research, and a 
guerrera spirit  that ensures that student-centered and equity mean just that.  She is 
the author of, Coaching Teachers in Bilingual and Dual-Language Classrooms, as well as 
count less art icles and more than one new book in the works.

A System of Beliefs That  Can Unite or Destroy a Nuestra Comunidad

In this closing session, part icipants will understand the powerful beliefs that have 
the potent ial to unite us in ways that either create greater equity for our students or 
destroy a nuestras comunidades.   Alexandra shares her test imonio about life and the 
limits of her experiences as a way to help us all remember our humanity and need for 
safety of heart , mind, body, and spirit .  For not only must we have the courage to 
speak our truth, but we must be curious to the diverse truths of others outside of our 
bubble if we are to achieve true equity and liberat ion.
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FRIDAY SCHEDULE: LEADERSHIP RECEPTION

4:15 - 4:30  OABE Zoom Login 

4:30 - 4:40  WELCOME - OABE Opening Remarks

4:40 - 5:00  Networking (BREAKOUT #1)

5:00 - 6:00  Dr. José Medina Keynote: How to Be an Ant i-Racist  
Leader in Dual-Language Programs:  Effective campus and 
district dual language leaders must be critically self-reflective 
in order to serve diverse student populations.  Participants in 
this session will engage with their own biases and prejudices 
as a means to leverage culturally and linguistically sustaining 
bi-literacy instructional practices.

6:00 - 6:30  Q&A (Dr. José Medina)

6:30 - 6:50  Debriefing & Networking (BREAKOUT #2)

6:50 - 7:00  OABE Closing Remarks & Announcements

# OABE2021
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SATURDAY SCHEDULE: 2021 WINTER INSTITUTE

8:15 - 8:30 OABE Zoom Login

8:30 - 8:45 WELCOME - OABE Opening Remarks

8:45 - 10:15 OPENING KEYNOTE 
Dr. José Medina: Unidos Como Comunidad: Navigat ing the Intersect ion of 
Ant i-Bias, Ant i-Racism and Dual Language

10:15 - 10:30 BREAK

10:30 - 11:30  FOLLOW-UP SESSION 
Dr. José Medina: Cross-Linguist ic Work in the Dual Language Classroom: 
This session will focus on lesson planning for cross-linguistic  and metalinguistic instructional support. 
Examples will be provided for both in-person and virtual instruction that will benefit teachers and 
students.

                 

11:30 - 12:30   LUNCH BREAK

11:45 - 12:15  LUNCH KEYNOTE  - Mercedes N. Muñoz : 

Unidos Como Comunidad: What  Are the Margins We Must  Step into to Help Form 
Stronger Communit ies?  

12:30 - 12:45     Aspiring Student Act ivist  Award 2021

12:45 - 1:45       PANEL (Dual-Language Perspect ives & Representat ion)

- Angie López (student at Woodburn High School)
- Francisca Alonso  - (parent at Hillsboro School District)
- Magdalena Espinoza Rodriguez (teacher at Dual Immersion Program- Trost 

Elementary -  Canby School District)
- Dr. Danna Díaz (Superintendent, Reynolds School District)
- Tim Blackburn (Tit le III & Two-Way Immersion Program Administrator at 

Tigard-Tualat in School District)
- Cindy Samoya (para-educator at Beaverton School District)

1:45 - 2:00  BREAK

2:00 - 3:00  CLOSING KEYNOTE  - Alexandra Guilamo: 
A System of Beliefs That  Can Unite or Destroy a Nuestra Comunidad

 

3:00 - 3:30 OABE Closing Remarks, Announcements & Raffle

# OABE2021
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2020-21 OABE Board Members

Elaine Merighi Morelock
President

elaine@oabe.org

Lara Smith
Vice President
lara@oabe.org

Cindy Bauer
Past President

cindy@oabe.org

Nelly Patiño-Cabrera
Secretary

nelly@oabe.org

Jonathan Fost
Treasurer

jonathan@oabe.org

Christina Chapman
Parliamentarian

christina@oabe.org

Kinsey Martin
Member at Large
kinsey@oabe.org

Keyla Santiago
Regional Representative

keyla@oabe.org

Elisa Lee
Regional Representative

elisa@oabe.org

Antonio Ramos
Regional Representative

antonio@oabe.org

Vicky Aguilar
Regional Representative

vicky@oabe.org 9
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Special Thanks!

Inst itut ional Members
Beaverton School District

Bend-La Pine School District

Canby School District

Columbia Gorge ESD

Gresham-Barlow School District

Hillsboro School District

Newberg School District

Nyssa School District

Oregon City School District

Oregon State University

Port land Public Schools

'Todos Unidos' - el  Programa Bilingüe de 
Oregon City School District

Reynolds School District

Tigard-Tualat in School District

West Linn-Wilsonville School District

Redmond School District

Our 2020-21 Ambassadors
David Jaimes

Carolina Cavedon

Leah Hinkle

Tim Blackburn

Araceli Farias

Adriana Contreras

Gabriela Villamagua

GM García

Dr. Esperanza De La Vega

Laura Mannen

Jennifer Rawcliffe

Joni Tabler

Kathleen Jesky

Without your support and dedication, none of this would be possible!
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Addit ional Cont ributors to OABE 2021
 Tiffany Palaniuk (OSU)   

Eric Gleske (OSU)

Joe Morelock     

Miguel Cholula Hernández

Andrea Whiteman

Gerardo Ochoa

Pathway to Scholarships Volunteers & Supporters
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2021 OABE SPONSORS

Imagine Learning Vista HigherLearning

Oregon State University Portland State University

Jennifer Butler-Brown, 
Bookseller

Oregon Association of 
Latino Administrators (OALA)
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Photo Credit: Raul Juarez rauljuarezprojects.com
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This page intentionally left blank

No hay nada para ver aquí...¡Disfrute el instituto!
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